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Staying Organized . . .

Create a file

Keep copies of all 
documents and records 
used to complete the 
FAFSA

Keep copies of all 
applications and forms 
submitted
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FAFSA Information & Tips
File early, but no later than 
March 2, 2009

Use estimated 2008 
income information if 
taxes are not complete at 
time of FAFSA submission

Student and at least one 
parent whose information 
is reported must complete 
and sign the FAFSA

PINs available in Real Time 
thru the FAFSA Website:

www.fafsa.ed.gov



Federal PIN 

PIN (Personal Identification Number) 
serves as the electronic signature on 
ED documents
Allows student to access their online 
fafsa information and make changes 
Both student and at least one parent 
need PIN
Apply for student and parent PINs 
TODAY at:
www.pin.ed.gov



FAFSA ON THE WEB

Internet application used by students 
and parents to complete electronic 
FAFSA at 

www.fafsa.ed.gov
For best results fill out the FAFSA ON 
THE WEB Worksheet in your packet 
before inputting the data on the web 

Use the parent and student pin 
numbers to sign electronically.  
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Your Social Security Number (Q8)
Your last name (Q1)

List the student’s name and Social Security 
number exactly as they appear on the 
Social Security card.

Both will be compared through 
a database match process.

1  2  3    4   5    6   7  8  9
HERNANDEZ-GARCIA
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Selective Service Registration (Q22)

MALE students will be entered into a 
database for use if there is a draft.  There 
has not been a draft since 1973.

If you are not 18 as of the day you submit 
your FAFSA, you can leave it blank, 
but remember to select “Register me”
on next year’s FAFSA.

For more information, go to:
www.sss.gov



Q26, 27, & 28 NOT on Worksheet:

Q26 When you begin college in the 2009-2010 school year, 
what will be your high school completion status?

- High School Diploma
- General Educational Development 

(GED) certificate?
- Home schooled
- None of the above

Q27 Will you have your first bachelor’s degree before July 1, 2009?  NO
Q28 When you begin the 2009-2010 school year, what will be your grade 
level?  High School Seniors should indicate:
“Never attended college and 1st year undergraduate”
(Even if you took some college classes in high school) 8
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Section 2
Determination of Student Dependency Status

You will need proof if you answer YES.



Dependency (continued)



Will parent’s information need to be 
included on the FAFSA?

If the student doesn’t meet one of the 
qualifications in the previous 2 slides 
parent’s income must be included. 

Dependency status may be changed 
in very specific extenuating 
circumstances (abusive situation, 
abandonment, etc).  File a Dependency 
Override Petition at the college of 
attendance. Third party documentation 
required (social worker, police report, 
counselor, clergy, etc).



What if I don’t claim my child and they 
move out and support themselves, can’t 
they be independent for financial aid?

NO

The government expects it is the 
parents’ responsibility to educate their 
children through age 23 to the best of 
their financial ability, as measured by 
the FAFSA.  If parents choose not to 
provide support for their child’s college 
expenses the government feels it is not 
their responsibility to take over for 
them. 
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Section 3 – Parental Information

See top of Page 4 about 
who is considered a 
parent:

Biological or adoptive 
parent(s)

Stepparent (regardless of 
any prenuptial 
agreements)

Use only one parent’s 
information if divorced or 
separated

DO NOT include 
information on:
- legal guardians
- grandparents, or
- other relatives
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Father’s and/or Mother’s SSN, Last Name, 
and Date of Birth (Q63-70)

2 3 4   5 6  7 8 9 0 

JONES 

0  5   0  3 1 9 5  9

0 0 0   0 0  0 0 0 0 

PARKER 

0  7   1  9 1 9 6  0

Information should be listed as they appear on the 
parent/s’ Social Security Card for a database match

If parent does NOT have a SSN, enter 000-00-0000

Do NOT include additional information on parent if 
single, divorced, separated, or widowed.
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Parents’ Tax Return Filing Status for 2008

Q82 NOT in Worksheet:
For 2008, have your parents completed their IRS income tax return?

- My parents have already completed their return.
- My parents will file, but they have not 

completed their return.
- My parents are NOT going to file (skip to Q89)

Type of income tax return (Q83-84)



If a person quits work, generally they are not
considered a dislocated worker even if the person is 
receiving unemployment benefits.
If you answer “Yes” The Financial Aid Office will 
require that you provide proof that your parent is a 
dislocated worker.

16

Dislocated Worker (Q85)
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Parent 2008 Adjusted Gross Income (Q86)

If your parents have not yet filed their 2008 
federal tax return information, estimate using 
W-2s and other tax information.
Remember to go back into your FAFSA to 
make corrections as soon as 2008 taxes are 
filed.
If the answer is zero or the question does not 
apply, enter 0.

45,250



Include in your parents’ household:
– yourself
– your parent(s)
– your parents’ other dependent children, if 

your parents provide more than half their 
support or the children could answer “no” to every 
question in Section 2, regardless of where they live

– other people, if they now live with your parents and will 
continue to do so from 7/1/09 through 6/30/10, and if 
your parents provide more than half their support now, 
and will continue to provide support from 7/1/09 through 
6/30/10. 18

Parents’ Household Information for 2009-10

6
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Family Members Attending College in 2009-10

NOTE: Some financial aid offices will require proof 
that other family members are attending college

Always include yourself even if you will attend 
college less than half-time in 2009-2010.
Include other household members only if they 
will attend at least half time in 2009-2010 in a 
program that leads to a college degree or 
certificate.
Never include your parents.

2
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Parent Assets (Q92)

• bonds and other securities 
• Coverdell IRAs
• 529 plans
• installment and land sale 

contracts
• commodities, etc.

Net Worth means current value minus debt
Investments include:

• real estate (other than 
parents’ home)

• trust funds
• UGMA and UTMA accounts
• money market and mutual 

funds
• certificates of deposit
• stocks and stock options

7,900
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DO NOT include investments like:
- the home you live in
- the value of life insurance 
- parent retirement plans (pension funds, annuities, non-
education 

IRAs, Keogh plans, etc), or 
- the value of a small business with 100 or fewer full-time 
or 

full-time equivalent employees

Parent Assets (Q92 continued & Q93)

Business/Investment Farm includes:
– market value of land, buildings, machinery, 

equipment, and inventory.  Debt means only those 
debts for which the business was used as collateral.

0
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001170 001328 023456 034567

Section 5 – School Information

• List up to 10 colleges that you are considering to apply to

• List at least one California College 1st, 2nd or 3rd, for 
Cal Grant consideration

• List those schools with the earliest financial aid deadlines, 
regardless of whether they are in-state or out-of-state

• Find school codes at: www.fafsa.ed.gov
• List a community college for summer 2009 

(030357 = Las Positas)!

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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What Happens Next?

Colleges match admission records 
with financial aid applications and 

determine aid eligibility

Colleges mail notices of financial aid 
eligibility to admitted students who 

have completed all required
financial aid forms


	   Filling out the 2009-2010 FAFSA line-by-line guidance   �
	FAFSA Information & Tips
	Federal PIN 
	FAFSA ON THE WEB
	Your Social Security Number (Q8)�Your last name (Q1)
	Selective Service Registration (Q22)
	Dependency (continued)
	Will parent’s information need to be included on the FAFSA?
	What if I don’t claim my child and they move out and support themselves, can’t they be independent for financial aid?
	Section 3 – Parental Information
	Father’s and/or Mother’s SSN, Last Name, and Date of Birth (Q63-70)
	Parents’ Tax Return Filing Status for 2008
	Dislocated Worker (Q85)
	Parent 2008 Adjusted Gross Income (Q86)
	Parents’ Household Information for 2009-10
	Family Members Attending College in 2009-10
	Parent Assets (Q92)
	Parent Assets (Q92 continued & Q93)
	What Happens Next? 

